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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 July 2003 (24.07.2003) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
26 July 2002 (26.07.2002) 



Applicant 



DAIRYM LTD. 



1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication to all 
the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations 
and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)(Article 39(l))(see also 
the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a. translation of the international application jpust be furnishecLto an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT 
Applicant's Guide. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
60562-002 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/23144 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 July 2003 (24.07.2003) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
26 July 2002 (26.07.2002) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
D>C(7): F 16 L 23/00 and US CI.: 285/1 1 1, 365; 29/516 



Applicant 
DAIRYM LTD. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3_ sheets, including this cover sheet. 

| [ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



I 


LXJ 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



VIII [ 1 Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
26 February 2004 (26.02.2004) 



Date of completion of this report 
26 November 2004 (26.1 1 .2004) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-14 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims 1-14 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-14 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-14 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a metal sleeve 
inserted into a pipe end with a rolled groove in the outer surface of the pipe holding the sleeve and pipe together in combination with a 
coupling that is circular with a U-shaped cross-section including a leg received in one of the grooves on the pipe's exterior. 



NEW CITATIONS 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



